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The first two 8-car trains have been put into service
The first two 8-car trains have started their service on the Ma On Shan Line (MOL) since
January this year! Apart from having longer train bodies, the 8-car trains are also equipped
with dynamic route maps and gangway displays which provide more information to
passengers during their journeys.
All 15 of the 4-car trains serving the MOL will gradually be “transformed” into 8-car trains
within this year. As more 8-car trains are put into service, the carrying capacity on the MOL will
increase and passengers can enjoy a more comfortable travelling environment. Passengers
will also be able to board and alight from trains more easily along the entire platform.

The LCD screen of the dynamic route map
clearly shows train information including the
train position and driving direction

The information display at the gangway
updates passengers on the next arriving
station

Travelling Tips

During the train conversion period, both 4-car and 8-car trains will operate on the MOL. We have
prepared the following travelling tips to help passengers easily locate the appropriate waiting zones.

Pay attention to the newly
enhanced Platform Display
System along the platform,
which shows the number
of cars in the next
arriving train.
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Pay attention to the signage on the
platform floor and Automatic Platform
Gates - the brown sign indicates the
queuing zones for 4-car trains and the
green sign indicates the location
between the fifth car and the
eighth car

During the initial stage of the train
conversion, additional platform
assistants with directional signage are
deployed to guide passengers to
the waiting zones for 4-car and
8-car trains

Evolution of the Ma On Shan Line
Over the years, the Ma On Shan Line (MOL) had experienced a number of changes before the launch
of 8-car trains. Since 2012, platform modification works have been carried out along the MOL. The
works included the extension of station platforms and roofs and construction of E&M facilities etc.
With the efforts made throughout the years, the modification works were completed and the
extended platforms were also opened in November last year in order to facilitate the dynamic testing
of the 8-car trains. As the 8-car trains are put into service gradually, more passengers will benefit from
the modification works. We would like to thank the nearby residents for their support and
understanding during the works period.
On the other hand, retrofitting of Automatic
Platform Gates (APGs) along the MOL is in full
swing. The retrofitting works at Tai Wai and
Sha Tin Wai station have been completed. The
retrofitting of APGs at all MOL stations is
expected to be completed in 2017.

The extended MOL platforms were
built during non-service hours over
the last four years without
disruption to passenger service.
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East West Corridor Tunnel of SCL broken through
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A key milestone on the commissioning of the Shatin to Central Link (SCL) East West
Corridor (EWC) has been achieved with the breakthrough of the tunnel for the Tai Wai to Hung Hom
Section in August 2016 following the completion of the tunnel excavation by the tunnel boring
machine Princess Iron Fan.
Due to the varied geography and geology as well as complicated ground conditions of different
areas, the 11-kilometre tunnel was built by a combination of construction methods, including
excavation by four tunnel boring machines, mining, cut-and-cover construction and blasting deep
below Lion Rock.
With the support and understanding of the community, our projects team has risen on top of various
challenges during the past 4 years. We carefully snaked through the underground landscape within
touching distance of existing railway tunnels, underground utilities and building foundations,
thereby successfully completed the EWC tunnel.
Track-laying and electrical & mechanical works are now underway in the tunnel,
The construction of stations, station entrances and other supporting facilities are
ongoing.
The team has been working hard to implement a series of mitigation measures
to catch up the programme. As a result, the SCL Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section is
now expected to commence service by mid-2019, half a year earlier than our
previously estimation.

TM Lee

District Council
Participation

General Manager – SCL and
Head of E&M Construction

In the past year, the SCL EWC have gradually handed over from civil works to electrical and mechanical
works.
In order to enhance the understanding of District Councillors on the SCL works progress, we invited Sha
Tin District Council members to visit the topped out Hin Keng station in June last year in order to
understand more about the progress of the civil works under the Sha Tin Section. We also invited the
members to the Operations Control Centre at Tsing Yi Station in September last year to introduce the
challenges of the signalling replacement works along the East Rail Line, as well as the potential risks and
relevant contingency plans. Before the launch of the 8-car trains on the Ma On Shan Line in January, we
also arranged the members to visit one of the new 8-car trains in Tai Wai Depot to tell them more about
the operation of the 8-car trains, as well as the travelling environment and the new facilities in the train.
By organising on-site visits, the Corporation would like to let members receive more comprehensive
information on the SCL works.

Representatives of government department,
contractors and the Chairman of four District
Councils along the rail alignment joined us
to celebrate the completion of the East West
Corridor tunnel.
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Learn about the night works on the East Rail Line
To increase train service frequency and provide better service on the
East Rail Line (EAL), the construction team is working every night to
replace the existing signalling system along the EAL. The works are
precise and complicated, and can only be carried out within a 2-hour
period at night after the normal train service hours. With the efforts of
the project team, testing of the new signalling system has commenced
in phases since late October last year. In order to let passengers have a
better understanding on the signalling replacement works, we have
invited an expert on signalling, Mr Clifford Chow to explain more about
the signalling replacement works.

Q: Will the railway service be affected during the
signalling tests?

Q: Why does the signalling system on the EAL need to be
replaced? Are there any benefits for the replacement works?

A: We have a set of comprehensive contingency measures standby to
minimise the potential impacts as far as possible. The measures
include: to arrange engineers to recover any signalling fault; to
arrange additional shuttle buses and to announce train service
information through different channels such as station broadcasts,
MTR mobile apps and media etc. Nevertheless, each train can
house around 3,000 passengers, which is equivalent to the carrying
capacity of 25 double-deckers. Hence, more time may be needed
for shuttle buses to carry passengers from
the affected stations. We would like
to
appeal
for
passengers’
understanding and remind them
to allow more travelling time if any
hiccups occur.

A: The new signalling system adopts a new technique called
“Communication Based Train Control” which can help increase the
train service frequency to fulfil the service need. The new
signalling system, together with the new trains and Automatic
Platform Gates, will bring a brand new image to the EAL and
maintain a high reliability and efficiency of the train service.
Q: How do you conduct testing for the system? When will the
testing be completed?
A: The testing is being conducted after the normal service hours
at night and involves testing thousands of pieces of software
and hardware. During the testing period, we need to switch
over from the existing signalling system to use the new
signalling system during the testing at night. It will be
switched back to the existing system for provision of train
service in the day time. Testing has firstly commenced at
Racecourse Station since late October last year. We will
extend the testing to other stations with as more experience
is gained.

A: The signalling system involves tens of thousands of electronic
components. Although there is a comprehensive risk assessment,
unpredictable situations may still be encountered when the
signalling system is switched back from new system to the existing
one. For example, trains may have to reduce speed when needed.
Q: Are there any contingency measures? Any things that the
passengers need to pay attention to?

Clifford Chow

Construction Manager - Signalling
With 25 years’ experience on signalling works
Project Portfolio

Time:

2:00-4:00am every night

Location: East Rail Line (50-km in length)
People:

More than 200 workers per night

Works:

Laying of 2,000-km of signalling cables
Installation of 900 signalling boxes
Installation of 500 signalling poles

Objective: To replace the signalling system on the East Rail
Line so as to further increase the train service
frequency and provide a better train service
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E&M works in full swing at Hin Keng Station

Reinstatement of Hin Tin Playground
has commenced outside the station.

Structural works for Hin Keng Station have been
substantially completed. Installation of building services
equipment including lifts, escalators and ventilation
system are ongoing.

Tracks inside the station have been laid while
advertising panels have been installed and tested.
The structure of the viaduct and box
tunnel connecting Hin Keng Station and
Lion Rock Tunnel is now ready.
Backfilling and greening works are
being carried out for the external area.

The total weight of rails
for SCL EWC reaches
3,300 tonnes, which is
equals to around 2000
no. of private car.

How the tracks are laid?
1

Upon completion of the tunnel excavation, the project team is working on the track laying works at different
railway section, includes the 4-km tunnel running from Hin Keng to Diamond Hill. Let’s see how the tracks
are laid.
Rails at length of 18-metre
are transported to the
worksite by tractor and
trailer from the port. The
rails will be lifted into the
tunnel by crane.

2 The rails will be connected to form
a Long Continuous Rail of about
200-metre long by a flash butt
welding machine inside the tunnel.

3 The Long Continuous Rails will
be pulled to the designated
location by forklift trucks.

4
Precast concrete sleepers will be
laid along the track alignment,
rails will be put on top of the
concrete sleepers and fastened
by Pandrol clips.

For enquiries, please call:
MTR Projects Hotline

2993 3333

5 Land Surveyor will check

6 The whole process is completed by

and monitor if the track
is laid at the correct level
and alignment.

casting concrete infill between and
underneath the concrete sleepers to
form the track bed.

Office Hours
Mondays to Fridays
8:30am – 6:00pm

Saturdays
8:30am – 1:00pm

Calls will be transferred to a voice mailbox when the line is busy or after business hours.
Please leave your message and we will contact you as soon as possible.

SCL Website:

www.mtr-shatincentrallink.hk

