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SUMMARY

According to the approved Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report
of the Shatin to Central Link – Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section [SCL(TAWHUH)], the construction of the Shatin to Central Link [SCL] has the potential
to impact on the potential archaeological deposits that may survive in the
former Tai Hom Village site. An archaeological survey-cum-excavation was
therefore recommended. After the approval of the Archaeological Action Plan
(AAP) for the archaeological survey-cum-excavation by the Director of
Environmental Protection in accordance with the Environmental Permit (EP)
condition of SCL (TAW-HUH), a Licence to Excavate and Search for
Antiquities was obtained under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance, the
archaeological survey-cum-excavation was commenced on 9 May 2013 and
completed on 17 September 2013. The archaeological survey-cum-excavation
area (the Site) covered an area of approximately 2,244m2 and comprised two
Stages. Stage 1 archaeological survey was conducted from 9 May 2013 to 25
June 2013 and Stage 2 archaeological excavation was conducted from 29 June
2013 to 17 September 2013.
Five (5) test pits (ATP1, ATP2, ATP4 to ATP6) measured 5m x 5m each and
one (1) test pit (ATP3) measured 10m x 10m were conducted in Stage 1
archaeological survey to refine the actual demarcation of the Stage 2
archaeological excavation.
A 10m x 10m grid excavation and zoning system was adopted for the Stage 2
archaeological excavation. Ten (10) standard 10m x 10m grids and twelve
(12) irregular shaped grids to suit the site condition were excavated in three
Zones (i.e. Zones A to C).
Archaeological findings are dated to two time period (i.e. Song-Yuan
Dynasties and the late 19th century to the first half of the 20th century). A
total of 146 archaeological features were found, which comprised 21 pits, 3
wells and 35 ditches from the late 19th century to the first half of the 20th
century periodļ and 45 post holes, 36 pits, 1 well and 5 ditches from SongYuan Dynasties period.
340.83kg of general finds and 180 items of special finds were unearthed.
General finds comprise pottery shards, porcelain shards, tile shards, coins,
glass and iron pieces,ġwhich pottery shards are the majority in terms of the
total number of pieces. Special finds comprise pottery shards, porcelain
shards, tile shards, flints, coinsĭ iron pieces and tooth, which porcelain shards
are the majority in terms of items. In terms of weight, 45% of general finds
are dated to Song-Yuan Dynasties; 35% of general finds are dated to late 19th
century to the first half of the 20th century and 20% of general finds are dated
to second half of 20th Century. In terms of items, 66% of special finds are
dated to Song-Yuan Dynasties; 23% of special finds are dated to 19th century to
the first half of the 20th century and 11% of special finds are dated to second
half of 20th Century.
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Theġmain findings of the archaeological survey-cum-excavation are:
x

Strata dated to Song-Yuan Dynasties are thin and highly disturbed by the
farming activities and village houses construction of the Tai Hom Village
in later periods. Most of the ceramics (1) unearthed are ordinary
household utensils shards and are of poor quality.

x

Built features dated to Song-Yuan Dynasties were identified including 45
post holes (D1-D45) and a mud well (W4). The post holes might belong
to some temporary built structures with simple structure (i.e. wooden
structure without brick wall and tiled rooftop) but the upper part of the
post holes have been destroyed by construction of the Tai Hom Village
house.

x

During the late 19th century to the first half of the 20th century, the Site
was used as farmland but had been heavily disturbed in the second half
of the 20th Century due to dense village houses construction of the Tai
Hom Village.

Based on the findings from this Site, thin strata dated to Song-Yuan Dynasties
with archaeological features has been identified throughout the Site, which is
not commonly found within the urban setting of Hong Kong. The findings
could provide information to supplement history of this period in the urban
area of Hong Kong. However, later period developments had highly
disturbed the archaeological deposits of Song-Yuan Dynasties. Even though
post holes and a mud well were found, the later period development might
have destroyed all other built features if existed. As a result, the overall
cultural significance of the findings is therefore considered to be of low to
medium. The findings also indicated that the Song-Yuan Dynasties strata
will likely extend into the two areas marked for “area reserved for tree to be
retained” at the north and south of the Site boundary where no excavation
works are proposed under this Works Contract. No further archaeological
action in these two areas is required under this Works Contract. If
excavation works are required in these areas under any other Works Contract
in the future, AMO shall be consulted to determine if further archaeological
actions in these areas are required.

(1) “Ceramics” is used to collectively describe pottery and porcelain shards in this report.
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