Shatin to Central Link Wong Tai Sin Section Newsletter
December 2010

The Shatin to Central Link Gazetted
The Shatin to Central Link (SCL) was gazetted under the Railways Ordinance
on 26 November 2010, which marked the commencement of statutory
consultation for the project.
The SCL, a strategic railway line that traverses multiple districts in Hong
Kong, comprises two sections, namely the Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section
and the Hung Hom to Admiralty Section. The SCL will link up several
existing railway lines to form two strategic railway corridors, namely
the "East West Corridor" and the "North South Corridor". The SCL will
help relieve congestion currently experienced on certain railway lines and
provide more convenient services to commuters. It can also act as a catalyst
for the redevelopment of older districts and increase the value of properties
along the railway.
Construction of the SCL is expected to start in 2012. The Tai Wai to Hung
Hom Section is expected to be completed in 2018 while the Hung Hom
to Admiralty Section,having to interface with other infrastructure projects
including Wan Chai Development Phase II and Central-Wan Chai Bypass, is
expected to be completed in 2020.
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Programme
Commencement of preliminary design
and public consultation

Year 2008

Detailed design and site investigation

In progress

Gazettal under Railways Ordinance

26 Nov 2010

Commencement of construction

Year 2012

SCL completion
(Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section)

Year 2018

SCL completion
(Hung Hom to Admiralty Section)*

Year 2020*

* The Hung Hom to Admiralty Section will have to interface with other infrastructure projects,
including Wan Chai Development Phase II and Central-Wan Chai Bypass, and is expected to
be completed in 2020.
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Key Information
The project comprises two sections:
Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section: It will extend the existing Ma On Shan Line from Tai Wai to
the West Rail Line via East Kowloon to form the “East West Corridor”.
Hung Hom to Admiralty Section: It will extend the existing East Rail Line from Hung Hom
across the harbour to Wan Chai North and Admiralty to form the “North South Corridor”.

Route
Length

Total length: 17 km
Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section: 11 km
Hung Hom to Admiralty Section: 6 km

Stations

Tai Wai, Hin Keng, Diamond Hill, Kai Tak, To Kwa Wan,
Ma Tau Wai, Ho Man Tin, Hung Hom, Exhibition, Admiralty

Train
Frequency

In line with existing MTR service

Fares

In line with existing MTR fare structure

Number
of cars

East West Corridor: 8 cars
North South Corridor: 9 cars

Benefits
The SCL will provide a convenient and efficient
railway service to Wong Tai Sin residents. As an
important transportation hub for East Kowloon,
Diamond Hill Station will provide passengers with a
direct rail link to the New Territories, Kai Tak New
Development Area, Kowloon City and Hung Hom.

Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings
Location
As the existing Pat Heung Depot is far away
from stations along the SCL Tai Wai to Hung
Hom Section, and Tai Wai Depot only has
enough room to accommodate the Ma On Shan
Line trains, neither of the existing depots will be
able to meet the train deployment requirement
for the SCL during the morning peak hours. The
stabling sidings to be located at the site of the
former Tai Hom Village were proposed to meet
this requirement.
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To alleviate residents’ concerns over the future
development of the site, the footprint of the
stabling sidings has been reduced by a quarter,
from 4.8 hectares to 3.6 hectares. Kai Tak River
to the west of the former Tai Hom Village will
therefore be preserved and the space available
between the stabling sidings and Choi Hung
Road has been increased from 5 to 8-74 metres
to allow for different development options.

Galaxia
Lung Poon Court

Proposed conservation of Kai Tak River (Partial)
Existing ventilation shaft
Proposed ventilation shaft
Proposed louvers (integrated with external wall)
Extension of Diamond Hill Station

Design
The Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings will be partially below
ground, to minimise the impact on the environment, traffic,
construction programme and cost. The roof of the stabling
sidings will be level with Lung Cheung Road while the side
facing Choi Hung Road will feature an approximately 5-metre
high external wall with 1.7 to 3 metres high louvers.
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A completely buried stabling sidings would have required a
large-scale excavation, generating an amount of spoil that
would take 50,000 more lorry movements to remove. This
would not only create negative impact for the community,
the environment and traffic in the area; it would also extend
the construction period by an extra year and cost HK$1 billion
more. It would also have required an additional seven 11-metre
high ventilation shafts, which would have a significant visual
impact.
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Extension of Diamond Hill Station
Located underneath the eastbound lanes of Lung Cheung Road, the
existing Diamond Hill Station will be extended to serve as an interchange
station for the SCL and the Kwun Tong Line. The location and layout of
the extended station, with 5 entrances, have been adjusted to take into
account moving the extension of Diamond Hill Station about 60 metres
eastwards in the current proposal, to minimise the scale of temporary
traffic arrangements on Lung Cheung Road and the project's impact on
traffic in the area.
In response to residents’ concerns, two ventilation shafts have been redesigned and re-sited adjacent to Lung Cheung Road. This proposal will
eliminate the need to build ventilation shafts or other railway facilities
between Lung Cheung Road and Tai Hom Road. It will not affect the
existing facilities of Diamond Hill Station and the noise barriers along Lung
Cheung Road and Tai Hom Road will remain unchanged.

Photomontage of Diamond Hill Station extension

Topside Development for Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings
The topside development for the stabling sidings is beyond the scope of the SCL project. The Planning Department is reviewing its land use, height
restrictions and development density along with different development schemes. Sufficient space and foundation support for such a development have
been incorporated into the design of the stabling sidings to accommodate for any development plans put forward by the Government.
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Three historical structures currently situated in the future works
site of the stabling sidings, namely the Old Pillbox, the former
Royal Airforce Hangar and the Stone House, will need to be
dismantled and temporarily relocated during construction. The
public’s aspiration for the preservation of these three historical
structures will be reflected in the future topside development
plan by the Government. The three historical structures will be
reassembled within the site of the former Tai Hom Village. The
public will be further consulted about the overall restoration
arrangements once the Government has determined the land
use and development blueprint.
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Historical Structures at the site of the former Tai Hom Village
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Alignment
The SCL is an extension of the existing Ma On Shan Line. From Tai Wai
Station it will run towards the proposed Hin Keng Station and thread
through the Lion Rock to reach Wong Tai Sin, passing Ma Chai Hang
Recreation Ground, Wong Tai Sin Road, Lung Cheung Road, Diamond
Hill Station and Prince Edward Road East before reaching Kai Tak Station,
which will be located in the Kai Tak New Development Area. The entire
section will be underground.
The addition of Hin Keng Station of the Shatin section will not affect the
location of the tunnel portal at Shatin or the alignment of the Wong Tai

Sin section. Various alignment options for the Wong Tai Sin Section were
explored during the project's preliminary design. The current alignment,
which takes the SCL underneath Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground, was
confirmed after thorough geotechnical investigations. The entire section
will run below ground, to minimise its impact on the structural integrity of
buildings along the alignment as well as the need to resume private lots or
their underground strata.
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Ventilation Building and
Emergency Access
The proposed Hin Keng Station and Diamond
Hill Station will be connected by a long tunnel.
The construction of a ventilation building
and an emergency access is essential for air
ventilation and the operation of the tunnel in
accordance with fire safety requirements. The
emergency access will allow passengers to be
evacuated to the surface and firefighters to
enter the tunnel to carry out rescue and relief
work in case of emergency. Having considered
all relevant factors in determining the location
of the proposed ventilation building and
emergency access, including nuisance to
residents, visual impact, engineering feasibility
and risks to nearby structures, Ma Chai Hang
Recreation Ground was identified as the site to
accommodate the ventilation building and the
emergency access.
We understand the concerns of residents
living near Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground.
Every effort has been made to minimise the
structures' footprint and integrate them with
the surrounding environment. The height of the
ventilation building and emergency access has
been reduced from 17 to 10 metres and their
size from 1,900 m2 to 1,400 m2. The emergency
vehicular access of 700 m2 will be built at the
south of the ventilation building. The views
from the lower floors of the nearest building,
Wang King House of Tin Wang Court, will not
be affected by the station facilities.

Photomontage of Ma Chai Hang Ventilation Building and Emergency Access

Works Site
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Chuk Yuen Road

Ma Chai Hang Road

To minimise the project's impact on traffic
in Wong Tai Sin, a tunnel boring machine will
be used instead of open excavation for the
construction of the tunnel section between Ma
Chai Hang and Diamond Hill Station. Access
shafts will have to be built at both ends of the
proposed railway tunnels to allow the boring
machine to be lowered into and taken out of
the tunnels. The areas used for the access shafts
will also serve as works site. To address public
concerns and minimise the project's impact on
residents, the size of the works site have been
cut by 30%, from 15,000 m2 to 10,000 m2.

Chuk Yuen South
Estate

Permanent camprion for the proposed
ventilation building and emergency access
Proposed emergency vehicular access
Works site
Unaffected area of Ma Chai Hang
Recreation Ground
Reprovisioning arrangement
(including a 5-a-side football pitch and a
children's playground)

Wong Tai Sin Road
SCL project works at Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground

Preservation and Reprovisioning of Facilities
During the construction of the SCL, the recreational facilities on the
west side of Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground as well as the jogging
track, playground, entrance and barrier-free access on the south side
will be maintained. A temporary 5-a-side football pitch and a children's
playground will be provided to compensate for the project's occupation
of the 11-a-side football pitch and the existing children's playground.
Reconstruction of the existing tennis courts to provide a 700 m2 covered

multi-purpose recreation ground and a 700 m2 children's playground is
being considered. We will continue to maintain close communication
with local groups and stakeholders to gauge their views. The recreational
facilities will be maintained as far as possible during the construction of
the SCL while facilities will be reprovisioned to meet the needs of the
community and residents.

Public Transport Terminus near Wong Tai Sin Temple
To facilitate the development of Wong Tai Sin District, the Government and the Corporation have proposed the construction of a public transport terminus
for mini-buses, taxis, private cars and tour buses.

Emergency Access at the vacant site adjacent to Wong Tai Sin Station
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Proposed emergency access at the vacant site adjacent to Wong Tai Sin Station

Improvement Works to Pedestrian
Links in Tsz Wan Shan
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The West Pedestrian Link will connect Tsz Ching Estate, Tsz Wan Shan
Estate Central Playground, Tsz Wan Shan Shopping Centre and Tsz Lok
Estate (Phase III) to Diamond Hill Station via proposed lifts and existing
footpaths of Po Kong Village Road, Fung Tak Road and along Lung
Poon Street.
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The East Pedestrian Link will connect Tsz Ching Estate, Tsz Man Estate,
Tsz Hong Estate, Po Kong Village Road, Fung Lai Road/Fung Mei Path
and the existing footbridge system at the junction of Fung Tak Road/
Lung Poon Street, to Diamond Hill Station.
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In order to connect Tsz Wan Shan with the new rail service, it is
proposed to improve the pedestrian links in the district by connecting
existing footbridges and lifts to facilitate access between neighbouring
housing estates and Diamond Hill Station.
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The footprint of the emergency access will be
minimised and the appearance will be enhanced
with greenery to blend in with the surrounding
environment.
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The proposed Hin Keng Station and Diamond
Hill Station will be connected by a long tunnel.
The construction of an emergency access is
essential for circulating fresh air and the safe
operation of the long tunnel in accordance
with fire safety requirement. Apart from the
emergency access at Ma Chai Hang Recreation
Ground, an emergency access will be built at a
vacant site adjacent to Wong Tai Sin Station.
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Construction methods
Both the Wong Tai Sin Section of SCL and Diamond Hill Station will be built
underground to minimise their impact on the community.
The tunnel section between Hin Keng and Ma Chai Hang Recreation
Ground will be drilled through the Lion Rock using the drill-and-blast
method while the tunnel beneath Tsui Chuk Garden will be mined. Since
the tunnel section underneath Tsui Chuk Garden will lie 40 metres below
the building foundation - which is equivalent to the height of a 13-storey
building, tunneling works will not affect the structural integrity of the
buildings.
Compared to the cut-and-cover method, tunnel boring machine requires
smaller work sites and less time. They also have less impact on road traffic.
The tunnels between Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground and Diamond Hill

Station will be excavated using a tunnel boring machine instead of open
cut. Access shafts will have to be built at both ends of the proposed
railway tunnels for lowering the boring machine into the tunnels and
removing them when the excavation is completed.
There is a tunnel between Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings and the vacant
site near Rhythm Garden as well as the Choi Hung Road bus terminus. To
minimise disruption to the traffic at Prince Edward Road East and impact
on traffic flow in the area, the tunnel will be excavated by a tunnel boring
machine rather than by open cut. However, the tunnel across Choi Hung
Road will be constructed by cut-and-cover method because it is located in
shallow ground, which is close to public utilities underground.

Land/Underground Strata Resumption
SCL traverses many districts across the territory, some of which are among
the most densely developed urban areas. It is inevitable the railway line will
pass under some private lots. In designing the SCL alignment, every effort
was made to minimise the need for land resumption. The current proposed
alignment will only involve the resumption of the underground strata of
certain buildings in Wong Tai Sin; no private building will be resumed.

Temporary Traffic
Management Scheme
The MTR Corporation has appointed independent consultants to carefully
assess the project's potential impact on local traffic and propose mitigation
measures. Temporary traffic arrangements will be needed on the following
roads during the construction of SCL.
• the westbound lanes of Lung Cheung Road between Po Kong Village
Road and Entrance B of the existing Diamond Hill Station;
• a section of Choi Hung Road north of Rhythm Garden;
• Wong Tai Sin Road; and
• Ma Chai Hang Road and Chuk Yuen Road.

Environmental
Protection
The Corporation will ensure the design,
construction and operation of the SCL comply
with all relevant statutory requirements on
environmental protection. It will also implement
all necessary measures to minimise the project's
impact on the public and the environment.
Independent consultants have been appointed
to carefully assess the potential impact arising
from construction and operation of the new
railway line on the environment, for example, on
water quality, tree, noise pollution and dust and
recommend mitigation measures in accordance
with the Environmental Impact Assessment
Ordinance.
The
Environmental
Impact
Assessment Report is expected to be completed and will be available for
public inspection in mid-2011.

Public Consultation
The main purpose of railway infrastructure is
to serve the general public. Public engagement
is crucial for further refinement of a railway's
detailed design.
We would like to express our gratitude to the
local community for relaying their views to us
during the public consultation for the SCL since
2008. Apart from consulting Wong Tai Sin
District Council, plus its related committee and
task force, community consultation activities
that include territory-wide roving exhibitions
and public forums were held. We have also
proactively organised numerous activities to
introduce the relevant local communities and
residents to the railway scheme. These activities

include school talks, youth engagement
programmes, student briefings and visits to
railway facilities.
Leaflets, brochures, digests and newsletters
were published to collect public opinion on
the scheme. During the consultation, the
general public, concern groups and professional
groups expressed their support for the early
commencement of the SCL project. Some local
stakeholders also expressed their views on the
preliminary design of the railway such as its
alignment, station connectivity, the location of
station entrances, ventilation shafts and works
sites, etc.

Reply Slip
The SCL Wong Tai Sin Section Newsletter may also be sent to you by email. If you wish to receive an electronic version, please fill in the following reply slip:
Name:

Email address:

Please return the completed reply slip to Corporate Relations Department, MTR Corporation by fax or by mail, and specify “Shatin to Central Link Wong
Tai Sin Section Newsletter”.
Postal address: Corporate Relations Department, MTR Headquarters Building, Telford Plaza, 33 Wai Yip Street, Kowloon Bay
Fax: 2795 9991
If you do not wish to receive our SCL newsletters, please mail or fax your address to the Corporate Relations Department, MTR Corporation, and specify
“No Shatin to Central Link Newsletter”.

For more details on the SCL, please visit:
www.mtr-shatincentrallink.hk
MTR Projects
Hotline

2993-3333

For gazette details of the Shatin to Central Link, please visit:
HKSAR Government Gazette Website www.gld.gov.hk/egazette
Highways Department Website www.hyd.gov.hk/eng/major/road/rail/scl/index.htm

Office Hours

Monday – Friday:

8:30am to 6:00pm

Saturday:

8:30am to 1:00pm

