Project Overview
A set of six Public Consultation Digests, namely Shatin, Wong Tai Sin, Kowloon City, Hung Hom, Hong Kong
Island and Cross Harbour Sections, is available to tell you more about the Shatin to Central Link (SCL) project
and seek your views. This digest covers the Wong Tai Sin Section: the extension of the SCL platform in Diamond
Hill Station and Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings.

Background
The Executive Council approved the further planning and preliminary design of the SCL by the MTR
Corporation (the Corporation) in March 2008. The Finance Committee of the Legislative Council also
approved funding for the Corporation to proceed with project design and ground investigation.
The Government and the Corporation subsequently visited the District Councils and consulted the local
community on the project. The public consultation has commenced to further collect views from the public
on the new link and to proceed with the project design.
Upon completion of the preliminary design and public consultation, the proposed railway scheme will be
gazetted for commencing the statutory consultation process.

Alignment
The SCL is divided into two sections, namely the Tai
Wai to Hung Hom Section and the Hung Hom to
Admiralty Section. The Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section
will extend the Ma On Shan Line from Tai Wai to Hung
Hom, with stations at Tai Wai, Hin Keng, Diamond Hill,
Kai Tai, To Kwa Wan, Mau Tau Wai, Ho Man Tin and
Hung Hom.
The Hung Hom to Admiralty Section will extend the
East Rail Line from Hung Hom Station to Exhibition
Station and Admiralty Station via the fourth rail
harbour crossing.
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The SCL will link up several of our existing railway lines to form two strategic corridors, namely the East West
Corridor and the North South Corridor.

The East West Corridor will be formed by the Ma On Shan Line, the proposed Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section
of the SCL and the existing West Rail Line. Upon completion, passengers will be able to travel freely between
Tuen Mun and Wu Kai Sha without interchanging.
The North South Corridor will extend the existing East Rail Line (between Lo Wu/ Lok Ma Chau and Hung
Hom) to the SCL’s Hung Hom to Admiralty Section across the harbour. After commissioning, it will link Lo Wu
and Lok Ma Chau Stations to Admiralty Station.

Interchange Stations
There will be enhanced interchange arrangements between the SCL and the existing railway network. Six
stations, namely Tai Wai, Diamond Hill, Ho Man Tin, Hung Hom, Exhibition and Admiralty, will allow passengers
to interchange with other lines on opposite platforms or platforms on different levels via escalators.
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Wong Tai Sin Section
Alignment
The Wong Tai Sin Section includes the extension of the SCL platform in Diamond Hill Station and the Diamond
Hill Stabling Sidings. Under the proposal, the alignment will be extended from the proposed tunnel from the
Lion Rock, via Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground, Wong Tai Sin Road, Lung Cheung Road and Prince Edward
Road East to Kai Tak Station, which will be located in Kai Tak New Development Area. The whole section of
railway will be built inside a tunnel.
It is proposed to build a ventilation building and emergency access point in Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground,
and an emergency access point at the vacant site adjacent to Wong Tai Sin Station and the vacant site between
Rhythm Garden and the bus terminal at Choi Hung Road respectively, with an architectural design to blend
in with the surroundings.
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Diamond Hill Station
Located beneath Lung Cheung Road eastbound lanes, the existing Diamond Hill Station consists of an island
platform and the two tracks for eastbound and westbound of the Kwun Tong Line (KTL). The Diamond Hill
Station will become the interchange station between SCL and KTL upon completion of the SCL project.
In the preliminary design stage commenced in 2008, the Corporation studied the interchange proposal for
SCL Diamond Hill Station, including extending the station at its original site for convenient cross-platform
interchange for passengers. Under this proposal, the westbound KTL would need to be diverted, and the
existing Diamond Hill Station would need to undergo extensive extension works. Also, when constructing
the station extension and the subways connecting the existing part of the station and its extension, massive
excavation works would have to be carried out along Lung Cheung Road and Tai Hom Road, and regional
temporary traffic arrangements would be needed. Owing to the higher construction risk, this would extend
the construction period for approximately one year, delaying the completion of SCL Tai Wai to Hung Hom
Section, and hence the cross-platform proposal was not recommended.
Due to these factors, the Corporation proposed building an extension to the south of the existing station,
which is on the south of Lung Cheung Road. This would minimise the scale of temporary traffic arrangements,
construction risks and nuisance to the community, and shorten the construction period.
The proposed Diamond Hill Station Extension will have an island platform and two tracks for southbound
and northbound of SCL. There are spacious pedestrian links between the existing Diamond Hill Station and
the Extension.

4

After the extension works, the Diamond Hill Station will have five entrances, with the existing entrances at
Lung Poon Street and Plaza Hollywood remaining unchanged. The entrance on the south of Lung Cheung
Road will be modified to cope with the new extension. Lifts will be retrofitted at suitable entrances for those
who are in need.
In order to comply with the latest design requirement, the ventilation system of the current station has to be
upgraded and more ventilation facilities in the extended station are needed. The preliminary proposal is to
have the ventilation shafts built along both sides on Lung Cheung Road, with an architectural design to blend
in with the surroundings.
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Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings
Stabling sidings is an indispensable facility for the operation of SCL. Its major function is to accommodate
trains for deployment to meet the demand during morning peak hours. Apart from accommodating trains
in non-operational hours, the stabling sidings is also used for regular cleaning and maintenance, but not
for major repairing work. The proposed site for the stabling sidings will be in the site of the former Tai Hom
Village.
Owing to the terrain, the existing alignment of the Kwun Tong Line and the location of the proposed
Diamond Hill Station Extension, it is proposed to build the Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings with semi-depressed
configuration. The stabling sidings’ roof will be at the same level as Lung Cheung Road with an approximately
5-metre high external wall at Choi Hung Road. The design of the stabling sidings will blend in with the
surroundings. The whole stabling sidings and the access tracks will be encased by concrete, to ensure the
sound generated by train operations do not affect the neighbouring community.
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Construction Method
The Wong Tai Sin Section and the Diamond Hill Station will both be built below ground to minimise the
impact to the community.
The tunnel section between Hin Keng
and Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground
will be built in the rock strata of the
Lion Rock by using the traditional
drill-and-blast method.
The Corporation proposes to use
tunnel boring machines for the
tunnel section between Ma Chai Hang
Recreation Ground and the Diamond
Hill Station Extension, as well as the
tunnel section between the Diamond
Hill Station Extension and Prince
Edward Road East.
Legends:
The Corporation also proposes using
Cut-and-Cover Tunnel
Ventilation Building
the cut-and-cover method for the
Drill-and-Blast Tunnel
Emergency Access Point
Diamond Hill Station Extension, the
Bored Tunnel
ventilation building and emergency
access point at Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground, the emergency access point in the vacant site adjacent to
Wong Tai Sin Station and the vacant site between Rhythm Garden and the bus terminal at Choi Hung Road,
and tunnel connecting the Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings.

Temporary Traffic Arrangement
Due to the construction works for the Wong Tai Sin Section, the Corporation proposes to divert the westbound
route along Lung Cheung Road between Po Kong Village Road and Hammer Hill Road to the former Tai Hom
Village.
Apart from Lung Cheung Road, temporary traffic arrangements are also needed along the following roads:
• A section of Choi Hung Road at 		
Rhythm Garden;
• A section of Prince Edward Road East
at Rhythm Garden;
• Wong Tai Sin Road; and
• Ma Chai Hang Road and Chuk Yuen 		
Road.
The Corporation has appointed an
independent consultant to carefully
assess the possible impact of the
construction works to the local traffic
and propose mitigation measures
accordingly.
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Temporary Works Sites
Apart from occupying some of the roads for the construction of SCL, specific areas will have to be used as
temporary works sites for building the Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings and tunnel facilities.These sites include
part of Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground, the vacant site adjacent to Wong Tai Sin Station, the vacant site in
the former Tai Hom Village, the sitting-out area at the junction of Choi Hung Road and Hammer Hill Road, and
the vacant site between Rhythm Garden and the bus terminal at Choi Hung Road.
The Corporation also proposes to use the derelict quarry at Shatin Pass Road as a reception site for
transplanted trees, in order to accommodate some of the trees affected by the construction. The Corporation
will discuss with relevant government departments in due course.

Reprovisioning Arrangement
In order to enhance the current fire safety facilities and station plant rooms at the existing Diamond Hill
Station, part of the noise barrier between Lung Cheung Road and Tai Hom Village has to be demolished. The
initial proposal is to use the above-ground facilities to functionally replace part of the noise barrier.
Since the whole football pitch in Ma Chai Hang Recreation Ground will be taken up as temporary works site
during construction, it is proposed to temporarily build a standard 11-a-side football pitch at the vacant site
west of Kai Tak East Playground, so as to maintain the level of sports facilities in the area.
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Environmental Protection
The Corporation will ensure that the design, construction and operation of SCL will comply with all
relevant statutory requirements on environmental protection. Every possible measure will be taken to
minimise the impact of the works on the public and the environment. Independent consultants have
been appointed in connection with these efforts.
Where construction works involves the drill-and-blast method, the Corporation will strictly comply
with the relevant regulations on handling explosives. Historic buildings along the route will also be
handled with due care in accordance with the recommendations of heritage specialists.

Vacant Site Development and Historic Structures in
Former Tai Hom Village
Vacant Site Development
The vacant site in former Tai Hom Village has already been zoned as a Comprehensive Development
Area which includes public housing, commercial facilities, schools and other government, institution
and community facilities. Relevant government departments will consider the views and suggestions
from the public and local community on the topside development and associated issues affecting the
environment. They will also consult Wong Tai Sin District Council and local community on the use of the
Comprehensive Development Area. The proposed Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings will only take up the
ground surface and below ground of the vacant site in former Tai Hom Village; its topside development
is not part of the SCL project and is pending further planning by the Government. The Corporation will
work closely with relevant government departments on the design of stabling sidings.

Historic Structures
Currently, there are three historic structures in the former Tai Hom Village including the Old Pillbox, the
Former Royal Airforce Hangar and the Stone House. Since the proposed stabling sidings and Diamond
Hill Station Extension will be built in the former Tai Hom Village, and these three historic structures are
located within the corresponding temporary works site, these historic structures have to be temporarily
dismantled and relocated during construction.
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In March 2009, Old Pillbox, the Former Royal Airforce Hangar and the Stone House were graded as Grade 3,
Grade 3 and no grading respectively. According to Antiquities Advisory Board’s guidelines, Grade 3 historic
structures should be preserved under a certain method. Other methods will be considered if preservation is not
feasible, and structures with no grading need not be preserved. In view of public sentiment towards the three
structures and their structural stability, the Corporation has appointed heritage conservation professionals to
study the possibility of restoring these historic structures within the site of the former Tai Hom Village, while
accommodating the design of the stabling sidings. In order to accommodate the development of the site,
the Corporation will produce a proposal for further consultation once the Government has completed the
development blueprint.
According to the initial structural assessment on its structural condition, due to serious rusting of the Former
Royal Airforce Hangar, part of the steel hangar has already collapsed, and cannot be completely reprovisioned
in the original place. In the detailed design stage, the Corporation will work with the Antiquities and
Monuments Office on how to preserve part of the hangar structure. The Corporation is open to preserving
the historic buildings and will collect views from the public on the issue.
In addition, the Corporation has appointed an independent consultant to carefully assess the possible impact
on trees in the vacant site of former Tai Hom Village; and any necessary preservation arrangement will follow
relevant government guidelines.

Public Consultation
The Corporation will conduct a public consultation programme, including roving exhibitions and public
forums, to further introduce the SCL project to the community and collect your views on how the SCL project
can best suit the community’s needs.

Conclusion
The SCL Wong Tai Sin Section will run from the proposed tunnel under the Lion Rock, via Diamond Hill Station
to connect to the Kai Tak Station in Kai Tak Development Area. The Diamond Hill Station will be extended
as the interchange station between the future East West Corridor of SCL and Kwun Tong Line. In order to
accommodate the train frequency for the future East West Corridor, the stabling sidings has to be built with
semi-depressed configuration in the vacant site of former Tai Hom Village.
MTR Corporation
HK PO Box No. 9916
Telephone: + 852 2993 2111
Fax: + 852 2798 8822
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