Strategic Infrastructure Development for the Community
The Shatin to Central Link (SCL) is a strategic
railway line that runs through multiple
districts in Hong Kong. It comprises two
sections. The first section will extend the
existing Ma On Shan Line from Tai Wai to the
West Rail Line through East Kowloon. The
second section will bring East Rail Line across
the harbour to Hong Kong Island (see map
on pages 6 to 7). The SCL will strengthen
the current railway networks by connecting
several railway lines through a number of
interchange stations. It will save travelling
time and provide the community with faster
and more convenient railway services.

In March 2008, the Government approved
the further planning and design of the
SCL. The Executive Council decided to
adopt a concession approach to enable
the Corporation to proceed with the SCL
project. The project will be funded by the
Government, and the Corporation shall be
entrusted with its design and construction.
Whilst the development rights of the site
of the former Tai Hom Village in Diamond
Hill rest with the Government, the Planning
Department is reviewing the zoning of the
site. The Government sought design funding
approval for the project from the Legislative
Council in May 2008. Meanwhile, consultation
with the community has been taking place.

Facts
Route Length

Total length of 17 km
- Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section: 11 km
- Hung Hom to Admiralty Section: 6 km

Train Frequency

In line with the existing urban lines

Fares

In line with the existing MTR fare structure

Number of cars

East West Corridor: 8 cars
North South Corridor: 9 cars

Key Dates
Commencement of preliminary design and consultation
Ground investigation and survey works

2008
In progress

Public consultation

2nd quarter of 2009

Gazette under the Railways Ordinance *

3rd quarter of 2009

Commencement of detailed design and call for tender 2009 / 2010
Commencement of construction

2010

Project completion:
- Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section
- Hung Hom to Admiralty Section

2015
2019

* Note: Scheme gazettal upon endorsement by the Government
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Connecting East and West, Linking North to South

Integrated Network with Convenient Interchange

Upon completion of the SCL, passengers travelling
between East Kowloon, East New Territories
and Hong Kong Island North will benefit from
significant reductions in travelling time.

The SCL serves the purpose of linking up the railway lines through the provision of six interchange stations,
providing a more convenient and faster interchange arrangement for passengers.

Estimated Journey Time
Between Wu Kai Sha and Admiralty
(interchange at Tai Wai)

36 mins

The SCL will form two strategic railway corridors,
namely the “East West Corridor” and the “North
South Corridor”.

Between Tai Wai and Diamond Hill

5 mins

Between Tai Wai and Ho Man Tin

13 mins

The Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section will be completed
in 2015 while the Hung Hom to Admiralty
Section will be completed in 2019, owing to
the complicated programme interface with the
construction of the Wan Chai Development Phase
II and the Central-Wan Chai Bypass.

Between To Kwa Wan and Yau Tong
(interchange at Diamond Hill)

17 mins

Between Tai Wai and Kai Tak

Between Hung Hom and Admiralty

8 mins

5 mins

Between Tai Wai and Admiralty

17 mins

Between Lo Wu and Admiralty

50 mins

Tai Wai Station
Tai Wai Station will become
the interchange station in
New Territories for the East
West Corridor and the North
South Corridor. Passengers
riding on the Ma On Shan
Line will be able to change
here for the East Rail Line,
and passengers from North
New Territories will be able
to change trains here directly
heading to East Kowloon.

Diamond Hill Station
As an interchange station between the SCL and the Kwun Tong Line, Diamond Hill Station will become the
railway hub of East Kowloon. Passengers will be able to take trains on the East West Corridor and go from
Ma On Shan directly to Diamond Hill without having to change lines at Kowloon Tong, and continue their
journeys by interchanging to the Kwun Tong Line for East Kowloon. Passengers on the Kwun Tong Line will be
able to change to the SCL northbound to the East New Territories, or southbound to Hung Hom and change
there for trips across the harbour.
The journey time between East Kowloon, East New Territories and Hong Kong Island will be significantly
reduced. For example, travelling between Kwun Tong and Hung Hom with interchange at Kowloon Tong
takes 27 minutes while the future travelling time with interchange to the SCL at Diamond Hill will take about
19 minutes.

East West Corridor
comprises Ma On Shan
Line, Tai Wai to Hung
Hom Section of SCL
and West Rail Line.
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North South Corridor
comprises East Rail
Line and Hung Hom
to Admiralty Section
of SCL.
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Ho Man Tin Station will be an interchange station between the future Kwun Tong Line Extension and the
SCL. Passengers will be able to take trains on the East West Corridor from Ma On Shan via Ho Man Tin
and change to Kwun Tong Line for Whampoa and the town centre of Kowloon. Passengers departing
from Whampoa will be able to
change to the East West Corridor at
Ho Man Tin for a direct link to the New
Territories, or further change trains
on the North South Corridor at Hung
Hom Station to Hong Kong Island.

Exhibition Station in northern
Wan Chai will be the interchange
station for the future North Island
Line and the North South Corridor.
Passengers from the New Territories
or East Kowloon may change here
for all destinations on the Island in
the future.
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This station will provide an alternative
cross-harbour route for passengers
travelling between Central Kowloon
and Hong Kong Island, avoiding the
bottleneck on the cross-harbour
section of Tsuen Wan Line or road
traffic congestion at the Cross Harbour
Tunnel in Hung Hom.

Hung Hom Station
Upon completion of the SCL project, Hung Hom Station will be transformed into an important railway
hub for Hong Kong as an interchange station between the East West Corridor and North South Corridor,
benefiting passengers to all destinations in Hong Kong. When the Hung Hom to Admiralty Section is
completed, passengers from the
boundary at Lo Wu or Lok Ma Chau will
be able to take trains on North South
Corridor to Hong Kong Island directly.
Passengers on the West Rail Line and
Ma On Shan Line may also change here
for trains on the North South Corridor
for destinations on Hong Kong Island.

Admiralty Station
When the South Island Line
(East) and SCL are completed,
Admiralty Station will become
the railway hub for Hong Kong
Island. Passengers on the Island
Line, Tsuen Wan Line, South
Island Line (East) and North South
Corridor may change here for all
destinations.

This fast alternative cross-harbour
route for passengers from the New
Territories and Kowloon will not only
save them travelling time, but also
relieve the bottleneck at the crossharbour section of the Tsuen Wan
Line and road traffic congestion at the
Cross Harbour Tunnel in Hung Hom.
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Tai Wai

Stations and Major Facilities
There are 10 stations on the SCL, including the stabling sidings and other facilities.

1. Hin Keng Station and Ma On Shan Line
Following the public consultation in 2008,
the Government has confirmed that Hin Keng
Station will be included in the gazettal of the
SCL project. The provision of this station will
relieve congestion at Tai Wai Station and provide
convenient access to the recreational facilities
in the vicinity.

Hin Keng Station

All the existing stations
on the Ma On Shan Line
will be modified during
the construction of the
SCL to accommodate
the operation of 8-car
trains.

Diamond Hill

Kai Tak

To Kwa Wan Ma Tau Wai

5. Ho Man Tin Station
Ho Man Tin Station will be an underground
interchange station between the Kwun Tong Line
Extension and the SCL located at the vacant site of the
former Valley Road Estate, bringing railway service to
residents in Ho Man Tin and
Hung Hom.

Ho Man Tin

Hung Hom

Exhibition

Admiralty

Ho Man Tin Station Entrance

6. Hung Hom Station
2. Diamond Hill Station and Stabling Sidings
The existing Diamond Hill Station will be expanded to accommodate
interchange facilities between the Kwun Tong Line and the East
West Corridor of the SCL, providing convenient access for local
residents to destinations in the New Territories and Kowloon.
Given the frequency of train service on the East West Corridor of the
SCL, overnight train stabling facilities are necessary in the urban
area to optimize train scheduling, meet additional demand during
morning peak hours and enable regular cleaning and maintenance.
The proposed site for the stabling sidings is at the site of the former
Tai Hom Village.

3. Kai Tak Station
A new station will serve the Kai Tak New
Development Area, including the MultiPurpose Stadium Complex and other facilities.

Kai Tak Station Entrance

4. To Kwa Wan Station and Ma Tau Wai Station
Two stations will be provided in the To Kwa Wan area to serve the communities
in Kowloon City, To Kwa Wan and Ma Tau Wai.

8

Hin Keng

Upon collecting local views, reviewing population growth and undergoing
further ground investigation works, the Corporation proposed a revised
scheme to the original proposed one in March 2008. The original scheme
proposed the provision of To Kwa Wan Station and Ma Tau Wai Station along
To Kwa Wan Road. In the revised scheme, the alignment will be along Ma
Tau Wai Road with a view to providing railway services for more residents in
Kowloon City and To Kwa Wan, thus increasing the catchment population for
the SCL and bringing convenient railway services to residents in the vicinity.

The existing Hung Hom Station of the East Rail Line will be
modified to provide convenient interchange arrangements for
passengers. The modification works will be completed in two
stages in 2015 and 2019 respectively in accordance with the
construction programme of the Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section
and the Hung Hom to Admiralty Section.

7. The Fourth Railway Harbour Crossing Tunnel
Temporary reclamation might be required during the
construction of the cross-harbour tunnel of the Hung Hom
to Admiralty Section. The temporary reclamation will comply
with the “Protection of the Harbour Ordinance”. The works
will be carried out in close coordination with the CentralWan Chai Bypass Project. The Corporation will conduct
public consultation with a view to minimizing impact on the
harbour.

8. Exhibition Station and Admiralty Station
On Hong Kong Island, the SCL consists of Exhibition Station
and Admiralty Station. Exhibition Station in Wan Chai North
will be an interchange station for the future North Island Line
and the North South Corridor. Expansion works at the existing
Admiralty Station will be carried out under the South Island Line
(East) project to minimize disturbance to the community. The
Hung Hom to Admiralty Section of the SCL may be extended
to the future Central South Station, whose implementation
programme will be subject to the land use planning of Central
district in the future.
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Benefits

Environment

The SCL will expand railway services to areas not yet served by railway. It will provide more convenient
interchange points for respective lines, allowing more flexibility for passengers to access every corner of the
territory. It will generate great value to the community through :
· Savings in travelling time generated by fast and reliable railway service
· Environmental benefits brought about by a reduction in road traffic congestion
· Acting as a catalyst for redevelopment of older districts
· New employment opportunities from potential tourism and commercial development
· Increase in the value of properties along the railway corridor

The Corporation will ensure the design, construction and operation of the SCL will comply with all relevant
statutory requirements on environmental protection.

Transport Benefits
The SCL will provide a fast, reliable and convenient mode of transport running through the eastern, western
and northern New Territories, Kowloon and Hong Kong Island.
The SCL will relieve the bottlenecks at the Beacon
Hill Tunnel Section of the East Rail Line, the Shek
Kip Mei to Prince Edward Section of the Kwun Tong
Line and the Nathan Road/cross-harbour section of
the Tsuen Wan Line.
All the travelling public, whether using railway
or not, will benefit either from the speedy service
provided by the railway or from the less congested
road network.

Environmental, Health & Safety Benefits
Trains are powered electrically and are emission-free. The rail link will help relieving road traffic congestion,
which will lead to improvements in air quality, noise pollution, on-road safety and quality of living at large.

Social & Economic Benefits
The development of To Kwa Wan and Kowloon City has long been constrained by the lack of a mass transit
solution. The SCL will remove this constraint and allow these areas to rejuvenate and prosper.
The rail link should support the Kai Tak Development by providing reliable transport service to the area, especially
for the travelling public to and from the proposed Multi-Purpose Stadium Complex and other leisure facilities
at Kai Tak. Significant new employment opportunities will be generated by improved transportation.
The SCL will carry about one million passengers per day and generate annual transport benefits of HK$4.1
billion in terms of time saving to the travelling public.

Temporary Traffic Management
Temporary traffic diversions and other arrangements
will be required at different locations during the
construction period. Prior consultation will be
conducted with concerned parties and every effort
will be made to keep adverse impacts to the minimum
possible level.

Every possible measure will be taken to minimize the impact of the works on the public. Independent
consultants have been appointed to carefully assess the possible impacts of the construction and operation
of the new railway line on the environment and suggest mitigation measures.
There are some historic buildings along the proposed alignment of the SCL, including three at the site of the
former Tai Hom Village. Based on the results of the study conducted by heritage conservation professionals,
the Corporation will consider relocating the three historic buildings to other areas in accordance with their
historical backgrounds. Particular attention will be paid to ensure these structures will not be affected by the
railway works.
In addition to environmental protection, the Corporation will strive to preserve the heritage and natural
features, including old and valuable trees and the Victoria Harbour shorelines.

Works Areas and Temporary Construction Facilities
In addition to the locations of stations and stabling sidings, works areas will be required at different locations
for temporary storage of construction plants and materials, preparation of construction plant and equipment.
Removal of excavated spoil by sea will be adopted as far as possible to minimize any possible road traffic
impact. The initial proposal is to set up two barging facilities at the temporary parking area near Hoi Sham
Park and the runway of the former Kai Tak
Airport.
Magazine sites are proposed to be set up at
Tseung Kwan O Area 137 and Shui Chuen
O in Sha Tin. The Corporation will adhere
to the stringent statutory requirements in
the handling and operation of explosives.

Land Resumption
As the SCL runs across some developed areas, permanent land resumption is inevitable. Private land
resumption will be kept to the minimal level as far as possible. For public utilities and facilities, reprovisioning
will be organized as far as practicable with prior public consultation.

Public Consultation
Further study on the SCL alignment and preliminary design has been carried out. Public consultation will
be conducted to collect views from the community to ensure the new railway meets public needs. Roving
exhibitions and public forums are being organized to inform the public and collect feedback. For more
information, please refer to our corporate website and the publicity materials in respective districts.
MTR Hotline: +852 2881 8888
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