Design Features

Shatin to Central Link

● The SCL is a strategic rail link that will connect a number of existing railway lines, thereby enhancing
the entire railway network. The line will feature 10 stations, of which 6 will be interchange stations, to
give passengers a range of options for their onward journeys.
● The project will include modification works at the Ma On Shan Line and the East Rail Line, to tie in with
the operation of the SCL. The project will also include the construction of the Diamond Hill Stabling
Sidings and improvement works for the pedestrian network in Tsz Wan Shan.

Hung Hom Station – Interchange station for
East West Corridor and North South Corridor
● Hung Hom Station will become an important transport hub for the whole of Hong Kong.
● To tie in with the extension of the SCL across the harbour and the introduction of related
interchange facilities, Hung Hom Station will undergo major expansion. The existing station
concourse will also undergo major modification works, to increase its capacity and provide
passengers with more convenient and comfortable interchange arrangements.

Exhibition Station – Interchange station for
SCL and future North Island Line

Interchange Stations

● Passengers from the New Territories and East Kowloon will be able to change trains at
Exhibition Station for destinations in the eastern part of Hong Kong Island via the future
North Island Line.

Tai Wai Station – Interchange station for
East West Corridor and North South Corridor
● For Ma On Shan Line passengers to change to the North South Corridor, and for passengers
from the New Territories North wishing to travel to East Kowloon
● Tai Wai Station will be modified, with added facilities, to tie in with the use of 8-car trains
on the East West Corridor.

Diamond Hill Station – Interchange station for
SCL and Kwun Tong Line
● Diamond Hill Station is set to become the rail hub
for East Kowloon. Passengers travelling from Ma
On Shan to East Kowloon will be able to switch
to the Kwun Tong Line directly at Diamond Hill
Station, while Kwun Tong Line passengers will be
able to switch to the SCL for journeys to the New
Territories West or Hong Kong Island.
● To facilitate the interchange arrangement and provide added convenience for local
residents, a new station with its own concourse, platform and rail tracks will be built to
the south of the existing Diamond Hill Station. Pedestrian walkways will link the old and
new stations. Entrances will also be provided at the new station.

Admiralty Station – Interchange station for SCL,
Tsuen Wan Line, Island Line and South Island Line (East)
● Admiralty will become the transport hub for Hong Kong Island. The existing Admiralty
Station will be expanded eastwards, under Harcourt Garden, to accommodate new
platforms and tracks, interchange concourses and additional subways, designed in such
a way to enable passengers to change trains without going through ticket barriers. New
escalators and lifts will also be installed to connect the new platforms and concourse with
surface traffic. The new Admiralty Station will be twice the size of the existing station.

Introduction
● The Shatin to Central Link (SCL) is a 17-kilometre long railway line that will serve as a key link in Hong
Kong’s railway network. Comprising two sections (the Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section and the Hung
Hom to Admiralty Section), it will knit the network into two strategic corridors (the East West Corridor
and the North South Corridor) and also provide rail service to Kai Tak, To Kwa Wan, Ma Tau Wai and
Ho Man Tin which are not yet covered by the current railway network.
● The SCL was a strategic rail link proposed by the HKSAR Government under Railway Development
Strategy 2000. In March 2008, the MTR Corporation was entrusted by the Government to proceed with
the planning and design of the SCL. The Government also agreed to fund its construction. The SCL was
gazetted by the Government under the Railways Ordinance at the end of 2010.
● To gauge the views on the project of different
sectors of the community, including local residents
and professional groups, public consultations, roving
exhibitions and attendance at Legislative Council
and District Council meetings have been arranged
as part of an extensive engagement exercise
organised since 2008 by the MTR Corporation and
the Government.
● Construction of the SCL is expected to start in
2012. The Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section is expected
to be completed in 2018 while the Hung Hom
to Admiralty Section will have to interface with
other infrastructure projects, including Wan Chai
Development Phase II and Central-Wan Chai Bypass,
and is expected to be completed in 2020.

Key Information

Route

Stations

Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section: to connect the existing Ma On Shan Line with the
West Rail Line via East Kowloon from Tai Wai, to form the strategic 57-kilometre
East West Corridor with 27 stations
Hung Hom to Admiralty Section: to extend the existing East Rail Line from Hung
Hom across the harbour to Wan Chai North and Admiralty, to form the 41-kilometre
North South Corridor with 15 stations
Tai Wai*, Hin Keng, Diamond Hill*, Kai Tak, To Kwa Wan, Ma Tau Wai, Ho Man Tin*,
Hung Hom*, Exhibition* and Admiralty*
*interchange stations
Total length: 17 kilometres

Length

Number of
train cars

● Passengers heading for Whampoa and Kwun Tong Line
stations will be able to change for the Kwun Tong Line
Extension at Ho Man Tin Station. Passengers originating
from Whampoa Station will be able to switch to the SCL
for destinations in East Kowloon or continue to Hung Hom
Station to switch to the North South Corridor for journeys
to Hong Kong Island or the New Territories.

Construction

● Divert passengers to different railway lines by giving them more options for reaching their destinations,
relieve the congestion currently experienced on the East Rail Line, the Kwun Tong Line and the
Tsuen Wan Line during peak hours, and take some of the strain off surface road traffic in the areas
surrounding the Cross Harbour Tunnel;
● Provide a fast and convenient rail service and facilitate the revitalisation and development of old
districts such as Hung Hom, Ho Man Tin, Kai Tak, To Kwa Wan and Ma Tau Wai, which currently rely on
road transport only;
● Save travel time: a journey from Tai Wai to Diamond Hill will take just about 5 minutes, from To
Kwa Wan to Yuen Long about 31 minutes, from Hung Hom to Admiralty about 5 minutes and from
Admiralty to Lo Wu about 50 minutes;
● Spur tourism and commercial
developments and create
employment opportunities;
and

North South Corridor: 9-car trains

● The cross-harbour rail tunnel to be used to connect the Hung Hom to Hong Kong Island section of the
SCL will be constructed using a combination of the cut-and-cover method and immersed tube tunnel
method. As temporary reclamation will be necessary to facilitate these works, the MTR Corporation
conducted an overriding public need test for the reclamation, in accordance with the Protection of
the Harbour Ordinance and consulted the community, professional groups and harbour protection
concern groups. A report entitled “Cogent and Convincing Materials to Demonstrate Compliance
with the Overriding Public Need Test” was prepared in July 2010, to demonstrate that the proposed
reclamation satisfies the requirements of the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance.
● The MTR Corporation has proposed the use of Shek O quarry as a basin for precasting the tunnel
segments. When completed, the segments will be towed to site by sea.

● The SCL will mainly run underground. The works involve the construction of rail tunnels, underground
stations, pedestrian subways, the stabling sidings at Diamond Hill, elevated tracks and elevated
stations. Depending on local geology, construction methods such as blasting, tunnel boring and cutand-cover will be used.

Programme
2008

Temporary facilities and arrangements

Detailed design and site
investigation

In progress

● Temporary works areas will be set up along the SCL to facilitate the works and for storing construction
materials and plants. These works areas will occupy as little space as possible, to minimise their impact
on local communities.

Gazettal under Railways
Ordinance and commencement
of statutory consultation

End of 2010

● To minimise the impact of SCL works on road traffic in the many districts it is designed to serve, excavated
materials such as soil and rock will be taken only short distances by road to proposed temporary barging
points to be set up at Kai Tak, Hung Hom Finger Pier and Wan Chai North, for removal by sea.

2012

● To facilitate the blasting operation, the setting up of a temporary magazine in Tseung Kwan O Area 137
has been proposed. The explosives will be handled with the strictest care, in accordance with the relevant
regulations.

In line with existing MTR fare structure
East West Corridor: 8-car trains

The fourth cross-harbour rail tunnel

Construction methods

Commencement of construction

SCL completion

● Following the opening of the Hung Hom to Admiralty Section of the SCL, the East Rail Line will be extended
from Hung Hom to Hong Kong Island via Exhibition and Admiralty Stations to form a key part of the North
South Corridor. Due to constraints imposed by the dense urban environment, SCL station platforms on
Hong Kong Island can accommodate only 9-car trains. Consequently, the North South Corridor, on which
the East Rail Line will run, will adopt 9-car trains, in place of the 12-car trains used on the service today.
● The signalling system on the East Rail Line will be upgraded to cope with higher train frequency to
cater to increased passenger flow arising from the commissioning of the SCL. The signal upgrading
works will be accompanied by procurement of new trains and improvement works to the stations.

Diamond Hill Stabling Sidings
● Stabling sidings will be built at the site of the former Tai Hom Village in Diamond Hill to support the
SCL’s morning peak schedule. The stabling sidings will be used to park non-operational trains as well
as for regular train inspections and cleaning.

Tsz Wan Shan Pedestrian Network Improvement Works
● Improvement works to the pedestrian network in Tsz Wan Shan have been proposed for a better
linkage between the district and SCL Diamond Hill Station. The works include the connection of
separate footbridges to form one pedestrian network, the provision of covered walkways and the
installation of lifts to provide barrier-free access to the station.

Environmental Protection and Heritage Conservation
● The MTR Corporation will ensure that the design, construction and operation of the SCL comply with
the requirements of the Environmental Protection Ordinances. Various measures will be adopted to
minimise the project’s impact on local communities and the environment.
● The MTR Corporation has appointed independent environmental consultants to undertake an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study of the SCL’s potential impact on the environment during
its construction and operation and propose mitigation measures. The report will be available for public
inspection after it is reviewed by the Environmental Protection Department.
● Three historical structures located on the site of the former Tai Hom Village (the Old Pillbox, the
former Royal Airforce Hangar and the Stone House) will have to be temporarily relocated to facilitate
the construction of the SCL. The public will be further consulted about the overall restoration
arrangements after the Government determines the land use and planning blueprint of the topside
development and formulates a development scheme.

● Works on the SCL will overlap with the construction of several major railway and infrastructure projects,
including Wan Chai Development Phase II, Central-Wan Chai Bypass, the extension of Admiralty
Station and the construction of Ho Man Tin Station. It is necessary to coordinate the schedules of
these projects, to avoid repeat work and ensure the construction of the SCL will not impact on the
completed works of these projects. To facilitate the construction of the SCL and minimise disturbance
to the community arising from works being carried out in the same areas again, these projects have
been entrusted with the construction of some SCL structures and facilities as well as the reprovisioning
of some affected public facilities, prior to the commencement of works on the SCL.

● Reduce air and noise pollution
as rail cars are electricallydriven and do not generate
exhaust, improve road safety
by reducing the need for car
journeys and enhance the
quality of life.

Commencement of preliminary
design and public consultation

East Rail Line Modification Works

Advance works and protection works for SCL

Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section: 11 kilometres
Hung Hom to Admiralty Section: 6 kilometres

Fare

● Apart from two platforms which will serve the
Kwun Tong Line Extension and the SCL, Ho Man Tin
Station will also feature an interchange concourse
that spans two levels. Reflecting Ho Man Tin’s
terrain, the five station entrances will be located at
three different levels, connecting Chung Hau Street,
Fat Kwong Street and Yan Fung Street, as well as
the northern part of Hung Hom via the footbridge
that spans Chatham Road North.

Benefits

● Following the opening of the Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section of the SCL, the Ma On Shan Line will
become part of the East West Corridor and the number of cars on each train will be increased from
the present 4 to 8. Space was reserved to accommodate future modifications when Ma On Shan
Line stations were built. The improvement works will include extending the station platform and
its canopy, and upgrading the signalling system. Part of the improvement works will be carried out
during non-operating hours, so that train service on the Ma On Shan Line will not be disrupted.

● Harcourt Garden will be reprovisioned as
a podium garden to be connected to the
adjacent footbridge network. Additional
lifts will be installed to facilitate access
from ground level and the station
concourse, making it more convenient
for the public to enjoy the greenery and
improved facilities.

Ho Man Tin Station – Interchange station
for SCL and Kwun Tong Line Extension

November 2010

Ma On Shan Line Station Improvement Works

Tai Wai to Hung Hom Section: 2018
Hung Hom to Admiralty Section: 2020*

* The Hung Hom to Admiralty
Section will have to interface
with other infrastructure projects,
including Wan Chai Development
Phase II and Central-Wan Chai
Bypass, and is expected to be
completed in 2020.

● The project will involve the implementation of temporary traffic management measures in some areas.
District Councils will be consulted on major measures. The plans will be submitted to the relevant Government
departments for approval before they are implemented.

Wheels of vehicles will be washed before leaving
construction site to prevent the dust from spreading
around

Noise mitigation measures help reduce noise generated
during construction

Community Facilities and Private Properties
Affected by the Works
● Some community facilities will inevitably be affected by the construction of the SCL. As far as possible,
the MTR Corporation will endeavour to provide replacements first, before demolishing the existing
facilities, to minimise the impact on the community.
● The underground strata beneath some private properties will be resumed to facilitate tunnel
construction. The structure of the buildings concerned will not be affected.

Public Consultation Activities
● Since 2008, the MTR Corporation and the Government have organised a variety of public consultation
activities, to better understand the expectations and concerns of communities over the SCL project.
● Past consultation exercises indicate that most citizens, concern groups and professional bodies are in
support of the early construction of the SCL.
● The MTR Corporation and the Government will maintain communication with various stakeholders, to
gauge public opinion and further improve the design of the SCL.

Shatin to Central Link
Existing and future railway lines

Tai Wai Station – Interchange station for
“East West Corridor” and “North South Corridor”

Tai Wai
Diamond Hill Station – Interchange station for SCL and Kwun Tong Line

Hin Keng

Photomontage of a new entrance of Diamond Hill Station

Existing Tai Wai Station

Diamond Hill
Ho Man Tin Station – Interchange station for SCL and Kwun Tong Line
Extension

Kai Tak

To Kwa Wan

Exhibition Station – Interchange station for SCL and future North Island Line
Ho Man Tin Station will be located under the site of ex-Valley Road Estate.

Ma Tau Wai

Ho Man Tin
Hung Hom Station – Interchange station for “East West Corridor” and “North South Corridor”
The future Exhibition Station will be located
under the existing Wan Chai North Public
Transport Interchange, the Harbour Road Sports
Centre and the Wan Chai Swimming Pool.
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